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Wind eases, but fire 
still threatens 


BY JOSEPH SERNA, BRITTNY MEJIA 
AND JAVIER PANZAR 


Los Angeles Times 


LOS ANGELES 
Wind gusts that helped push a 
massive wildfire into Santa 
Barbara County this weekend 
were growing weaker Monday, 
but authorities say the week-old 
Thomas fire still threatens the 
coastal enclaves of Carpinteria, 
Summerland and Montecito. 
After watching the fire race 
west over the Ventura County 
line and explode to 230,500 


acres overnight, firefighters 
struggled to increase overall 
containment to 15 percent. In 
some areas, the fire burned so 
fiercely that it left behind a 
barren and blackened “moon- 
scape,” firefighters said. 


Fire crews prepared on Mon- 


day to defend structures in the 
foothills north of Carpinteria 
and surrounding communities 
from a wall of flames. 

The unique east-west ori- 


entation of area mountain rang- 


es, along with narrow winding 


roads, make it very difficult for 


towns 


firefighters to battle the fire’s 
western flank head-on, officials 
said. Instead, crews headed to 
the residential streets in the 
south-facing foothills to set up 
defensive positions. 

“The terrain ... makes it sup- 
er-difficult for us to position 
with normal tactics,” said Kalin 
Ramirez, a fire information 
officer. 

While crews stage in town to 
protect homes, a fleet of fixed- 
wing aircraft are attacking 


SEE FIRE, 10A 


vis 


MEL MELCON Los Angeles Times 


Dan Bellaart and wife Mary McEwen comfort each other Monday at 
their Montecito home with the Thomas Fire in the background. 


RANDY PENCH rpench@sacbee.com 


Marlene von Friederichs-Fitzwater speaks Thursday to Dave Whitworth, left, and Carla Watson, who are homeless, outside a building she is 
buying on North C Street in Sacramento with a plan to open a hospice for terminally ill homeless men and women. 


Loss inspires creation 
of hospice for homeless 


BY CYNTHIA HUBERT 
chubert@sacbee.com 


or people who are ter- 

minally ill and home- 

less, a “good death” 

with hospice care often 
is out of reach. 

Homeless people with cancers 
or other illnesses that pose an 
imminent threat to their lives 
typically wind up in emergency 
rooms, where they are treated 
for their symptoms and released 


back to the streets. They die in 
alleyways and on sidewalks, 
curled on park benches, or in- 
side tents at river encamp- 
ments. 

Soon, an alternative may be 
available to people who are 
facing death within weeks or 


months and have no place to go 
for care. A group led by a retired 


associate professor in the UC 
Davis School of Medicine is 
planning to open one of the 


nation’s first hospices for home- 


less men and women. 


The privately funded project 
is called Joshua’s House, after 
founder Marlene von Frieder- 
ichs-Fitzwater’s grandson, Josh- 
ua Lee, who died on the streets 
of Nebraska in 2014 at age 34. 

Von Friederichs-Fitzwater, 
also a professor emeritus at 
California State University, 
Sacramento, is in the process of 
purchasing a building near the 
Loaves & Fishes campus on 
North C Street where terminally 
ill homeless people could be 
discharged from hospitals and 


Friederichs-Fitzwater plans to 
name the hospice for grandson 
Joshua Lee, who died in 2014. 


receive comfort care until their 
deaths. Her nonprofit organiza- 
tion, the Health Communi- 
cation Research Institute, will 
oversee the project, which 
quietly has been in the works 
for more than a year. 


SEE HOSPICE, 9A 


LOCAL 


CITY SEEING A 
BUILDING BOOM 


A Sacramento City Council 
special meeting will 
address hiring more 
workers to keep up with a 
building boom. 1B 


NATION 


ALABAMA SENATE 
ELECTION TODAY 


Senate candidates Doug 
Jones and Roy Moore race 
to make their final pleas 
to voters in Alabama’s 
special election. 4A 


Pipe bomb 
set off at 
rush hour 
in NYC 
subway 


BY COLLEEN LONG 
Associated Press 


NEW YORK 

A would-be suicide bomber 
inspired by Islamic State 
extremists strapped on a 
crude pipe bomb, slipped 
unnoticed into the nation’s 
busiest subway system, and 
set the device off at rush hour 
Monday in a scenario that 
New York has dreaded for 
years, authorities said. 

In the end, the only serious 
wounds were to the suspect 
identified as Akayed Ullah, 
27, a Bangladeshi immigrant 
and former cab driver. But 
the attack sent terrified com- 
muters fleeing through a 
smoky passageway, and three 
people suffered headaches 
and ringing ears from the first 
bomb blast in the subway in 
more than two decades. 

“This was an attempted 
terrorist attack,” Democratic 
Mayor Bill de Blasio said. 
“Thank God the perpetrator 
did not achieve his ultimate 
goals.” 

The suspect had looked at 
Islamic State propaganda 
online and told investigators 
he acted alone in retaliation 
for U.S. military aggression, 
law enforcement officials 
said. 

In Washington, President 
Donald Trump said the explo- 
sion highlighted the need to 
change immigration policies, 
including the type of family- 
based visa Ullah obtained to 
come to the U.S. in 2011. 
Such visas are “incompatible 
with national security,” the 
Republican president said in a 
statement. 

“America must fix its lax 
immigration system, which 
allows far too many danger- 
ous, inadequately vetted peo- 
ple to access our country,” 
said Trump, who campaigned 
on cracking down on im- 
migration. 

The attack near Times 
Square came less than two 
months after eight people 
died near the World Trade 
Center in a truck attack au- 
thorities said was carried out 
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